Introduction
Sri Lanka is one of the 25 biodiversity hotspots in the world (Myers, 2000) . It is relatively a large island (66,000 km 2 ); a shallow continental shelf as India; been able to maintain a largely distinct fauna from that of the Indian mainland (Bossuyt, 2004) . The country has the highest biodiversity density in Asia with 27% of the 3,210 flowering plants and 22% of the mammals being endemic to Sri Lanka (Mittermeier et al., 2000; Gunawardene et al., 2007) . These distinct elements are established not only because of regional isolation as an Island but also because of the establishment of finest local endemic niches. Patterns of such local endemism at the finest scale, at which they may occur, should form basis for all future conservation programs.
Ant diversity and distribution greatly influence faunal community dynamics; understanding such patterns is prerequisite for all conservational programs (Lach et al., 2010) . Ant fauna of Sri Lanka is highly diverse with high IndoMalayan affinity and a high degree of endemism. The Sri Lankan ants include 11 of the 17 known extant subfamilies (AntWeb, 2018a; Dias et al., in press ). The region is home to many endemic ant species; more than 30 % of the regional ants are endemic including relict Sri Lankan ant Aneuretus simoni Emery, sole extant representative of the subfamily Aneuretinae and several genera and species, which are only reported from Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, the documentation and cataloguing of ants has been fragmentary, with few earlier studies being largely focused on systematic accounts and mere species enumeration. However, recognizing the importance of ants as major ecosystem players, several significant initiatives for cataloguing this important group of insects have been taken in the recent past (Dias, 2006 (Dias, , 2014 Dias & Chaminda, 2000; Gunawardene et al., 2008) . The regional centre for ant research attached to the Department of Zoology and Environmental Management, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka is pioneering these efforts. The centre intends to establish and maintain an ant repository for the ants of Sri Lanka and is currently encouraging young ant researchers with practical experience to explore many unknown ant species in the region. These findings of the present paper form part of the surveys conducted by the centre in recent years.
